
Fossils Under Water 
Chris DeLorey, Education Director at the Brevard Zoo will be our 
guest speaker in July as a warm up for our trip Venice in Au-
gust.  Please join us to hear Chris 
provide information on how to 
identify Florida fossils.  Chris has 
been diving and collecting fos-
sils in Florida and around the 
country for the past twenty 
years.  He completes fossil identi-
fication for a wide range of people 
and organizations.  Chris will 
share his knowledge and in-
clude images of fossils underwater 
and a wide range of real fossil ma-
terial from the rivers and shallow 
coastal areas. 
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DOOR PRIZE 
WINNERS: 

Tom Butler:  Tickle Stick 
Mike Walsh:  Tank Cap 
Dianne Bryant:  O-rings 

Craig Capion:  Pink Tank Cap 
Deveney Lonergan-Stenger:  Dry Box 

Down Under Dive 
Club 

DUDC Monthly  Meeting  
is  Wednesday, July 9th  @ 7:00 pm.  

Dive Profiles 
All of us know that you should make the deepest part of your 
dive first and then move to a shallow depth at the end of your 
dive.  New studies show that it is not a good idea to go deep 
then shallow then deeper again.  Many divers do these type of 
profiles when they spear fish, or if they go up to check on 
there location.  When you do this you release small bubbles 
into your system ,then compress them and enlarge them 
again.  This increases your chance of a DCS hit .  Follow a 
safe profile and you will have a better dive and feel better after 
the dive.  Dive safely.   

Dale Purchase  
  Safety Officer  
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DUDC Event & Activity Calendar 
 

 

 

Event  Time   Member's Cost                    Coordinator 

Phone # / E-mail   

DUDC Club  
Meeting  Indian River Lagoon House 

Wednesday, 
7/908 @ 7:00 p.m.  Free    Bill Allen ballen@downunderdiveclub.com 

DUDC Board Meeting  
**Meeting place TBD Monday 7/28/08 @ 6 p.m. Free  Contact any Board Member to Attend 

First Saturday of the Month Dive with Little 
Deeper Saturday, 8/2/08 $63 Tom Croonquist tjcroonquist@downunderdiveclub.com 

Shark Tooth Dive Venice Beach Saturday, 8/23/08 
$80 with Air Tanks 

Not including hotel 
accommodations 

Tom Croonquist tjcroonquist@downunderdiveclub.com 

Cancellation Policy for Club Sponsored Dives:    Deposits will be refunded with 2 weeks notice of  the 
scheduled event or with a paid replacement divers.  Refunds of money paid after the 2 week cancellation pe-
riod is subject to board approval.  All requests for refunds after this period MUST be made in writing.  Money 
and deposits are refunded when dives are cancelled by the Charter or DUDC. 

ALL DIVES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE DIVE.  NON-MEMBERS ADD $5. 

 (This calendar is tentative and subject to change.)     

First Saturday of the Month Dive with Little 
Deeper Saturday, 9/6/08 $63 Tom Croonquist tjcroonquist@downunderdiveclub.com 

Congratulations to the  

Following for Their  

Achievements & Mile 
Stones: 

 

Amy and Paul Morusiewicz  
made their 50th dives!! 

Tom Croonquist drank Little Cayman 
out of Red Stripe 

Michael Wheat dove with the small-
est dive buddy in the world 

Photo by Jeri L. Curley  
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Water is Life, Let’s Not Destroy It 
We live on a planet that is composed of mostly water.  Oceans, Rivers, Lakes cover 
much of this place we call home.  Every ounce of water we use originates from the 
ocean.  Water from the ocean evaporates and forms the clouds that give us the rain we 
need for our crops.  That water filters through the soils into the aquifer and provides us 
with drinking water.  This cycle sustains us.  Yet, we’ve dumped our waste, our trash, 
our unwanted items into the seemingly bottomless depths of our most important re-
source.  For centuries, the oceans, lakes and rivers have been perceived as boundless 
and unchangeable by human activity.   

Due to these past and current practices, it is estimated that 10% of the world’s coral 
reefs have been adversely effected and are beyond recovery.  Our own Indian River 
Lagoon was once a crystal clear body of water.  Less than 100 years of stormwater run-

off and direct discharge of sewage has created the muddy water that we see today.  Lack of sun reaching the Lagoon’s floor 
has killed seagrass over large expanses.  Seagrass beds are very important to our coastal ecology and to our economy.  They 
provide protective nurseries for endangered, commercial and game fish.  They are a food source for endangered species.  
They reduce wave energy along the coast.  They increase water quality and stabilize the lagoon’s floor—protecting nearby 
ocean reefs. It was estimated that in the year 2000, $124 billion worth of resources were harvested from seagrass beds in Flor-
ida.  Yet we continue to destroy this resource—through our own actions or lack of action.  Nature teeters on a delicate balance 
that can be easily tipped by any small act.   

Seemingly innocuous items that we toss away can have a profound effect on an ecosystem.  Plastics suffocate organisms or 
entangle them.  Trash can be ingested, providing no nutritional value, yet giving that organism a “full” stomach.  Most batteries 
contain mercury, many also contain lead and other heavy metals which, introduced into the food chain by a careless act, can 
and will eventually end up on our dinner plate.  Not to mention the devastation to organisms as corrosive chemicals leach onto 
them.   

It is past time that we take responsibility for our own actions.  We are merely visitors in this watery world.  The only thing we 
should leave behind are bubbles.   

—Jeri L. Curley 

Photo by Jeri L. Curley  

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

                

When this newsletter goes to press, I’ll be heading to Playa del Carmen in Mexico in hopes of seeing whale sharks.   The 
trip reminds me of one of the many reasons I love to dive…..seeing new worlds and visiting places I would not otherwise 
have considered (or in some cases, have never heard of).   International travel is also a good test of pre-dive planning and 
risk management.   Are you willing to trust the maintenance record of rental gear or do you decrease your risk (and in-
crease your cost due to the new airline luggage charge fees) by taking your own gear???   Easy answer for me…..I take 
my own gear as I don’t want to risk my huge investment of time and money to have blown dives.   Another element of 
risk is trip insurance.   What happens if I break my leg the day before my trip?    This area of risk I’ve not done so well 

with, as I have DAN medical insurance but no trip cancellation or interruption insurance.    I think this may be a worth 
topic from one of our upcoming speakers.   If you agree, please let John or I know as we start to 

line up speakers for the fall.    

 
SEA YOU DOWN UNDER.  

Dive safe, dive often! 
 

Rochelle Hood 
President 

Photo by Jeri L. Curley  
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TOMS’ DIVE BLOG 

 

June 2008 and what was the diving like? 

For me still a little slack. That four letter word (work) is still cutting into my normal – local dive time, but… I 
was lucky enough to join the club on the Little Cayman Trip.  The diving was great and with the 17 dives there 
is way too much to write something about each site. In the blog I will give you an overall view and I am al-
ready looking forward to a week’s vacation of diving next year. 

Below is my blog for June 2008, I hope you enjoy, and as always remember… 

Work sucks, I’m going diving. 

See ya, 

Tom C. 

***************************************** 

When: June 8, 2008 (Sunday not Saturday) 
Where: West Palm Beach, Riviera Marina 
What: Our Third “Kick the Month Right” dive trip 
Charter: Little Deeper 
Who: Jeri, Dianne, Chris, Sandy and Frank 
Weather Conditions: Light Easterly wind, sunny and warm with 
high at about 85 degrees. 
Seas: 2 feet or less with a stray three or four footer occasionally 
thrown in. 
Viz: 40 feet 
Water Temp: 82 degrees 
Scenario: Morning dives, two reefs 

Kick the Month Off Right Dive, the First Saturday of every month, was on a Sunday this month. 

Flash back, it is May and I am working away, stuck in my office, with reports of great diving passing by me 
every day. It gets worse, it is a weekend and I have to drop out of a dive trip to work. In the meantime I am 

watching the beacon reports and marine forecast and licking my 
chops seeing, day after day after day… “2 feet or less” with climb-
ing water temps. 

Flash forward; it is the Monday before our dive, still licking my 
chops… “2 feet or less”. Tuesday, seas are building, “2 to 4 feet”, 
Wednesday, it is getting bigger “4 to 6 foot seas” and then on 
Thursday night the boat calls. They tell me of the surges and rough 
seas. After a month of “2 feet or less” I get ready to dive and the 
seas blow up. Well the boat recommends postponing the dive for a 
day, until Sunday. A few quick calls and the majority of people are 
in for the Sunday dive. By the time it was all said and done we did 
have 3 divers drop out but only one due to the day change. It was 
the right choice. We headed out the port in seas a little rough, 2 feet 

with a few 3 footers and occasional 4 footer. By the time we made it down to Horseshoe Reef, the seas were “2 
feet or less”. The pool was open with warm water and great friends. Along for the dive was our own Al Audet 

Photo by Tom Croonquist  

Photo by Tom Croonquist  
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with a student making her Open Water Dives and the standard DM Debi. With over 60 minutes of down time 
almost everybody made it to Horseshoe of Horseshoe Reef. With minimum current except at the end bend of 
the reef going into the horseshoe it was a great dive. Complete with tons of what I guess to be Turtle Eggs and 
a few golfer eggs Okay maybe those were golf balls? 

Next Dive: 

After a 60 minute Surface Interval and a leisurely cruise we were on our way to the bottom at 4th Window. 
4th window, always a nice easy going dive with all of the fingers and relief of this reef. It was another great 
dive, water temps up to 84 degrees per my diverite computer. The first dive of the season in no wetsuit.  

Post party: The Tiki Bar right there at the marina. We were joined by Capt. Dave and Admiral Lynn. 

***************************************** 

When: June 13, 2008  
Where: BHB 
What: Shore Dive 
Charter: N/A 
Who: Sandy Cook  
Weather Conditions: Calm, sunny and warm 
Seas: Flat 
Viz: 40 feet 
Water Temp: 85 degrees 
Scenario: Turning Friday the 13th into a lucky day by blowing off work and diving. 

After working way to many hours in 4 days I decided to blow off work Friday and go diving. Also need to try 
out my new (used) Diverite Transpac before heading to Little Cayman the following week. With all other dive 
buddies either having to work or having other plans me and trusty Co-Pilot Sandy Cook headed to the bridge 
for a 5:30pm High Tide. Since I am diving with a new BCD I opt to leave my camera behind. I am a firm be-
liever that when I am trying out new equipment never to be preoccupied by other equipment (thus no camera). 
But of course it was a day for a camera. With 3 octopi spotted out in the descending afternoon sun I had sev-
eral great photo opts. The second of the three was feeding on the bottom and spotted by Sandy. Since it was 
feeding we were able to get up close and personal, which quickly ended after the feast was completed. Bolting 
into its’ hole but only after inking us. Another great sight was schools of I would have to estimate thousands 
of Silverbacks. Moving as one single unit, what a terrific sight in the dropping afternoon sun. 

Post party: The Brass Ring. 

***************************************** 

When: June 21 through 28, 2008  
Where: Little Cayman 
What: Boat Dives 
Charter: The Boat was “Holiday Diver” of “Reef Divers” dive shop, lo-

cated in the marina of “Little Cayman Beach Resort”. 
Who: Jeri, Dianne, Darlene, Ken, Bob, Bobbi, Deveney, Paul, Amy, Keith, 

Tuyet, Michael, Dale and Bill 
Weather Conditions: Sunny with some overcast mornings, scattered rain, 

moderately strong winds, air temp 90’s and humid 
Seas: Windward sustained 4 to 6 feet, Leeward normally less than 2 feet 
Viz: 100 feet plus on the average. 
Water Temp: 85 degrees on the average, getting as high as 87 per my 

computer. 
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Scenario: Yearly Downunder Dive Club trip overseas. 

I am sure that the newsletter will be filled of stories of the trip so I am only to account for the dive sites. But, 
in short I would say the boat and crew (Capt. Neil and First Mate Sharon) are top notch. We did three boat 
dives a day, no shore diving sites readily available and weather conditions prevented any night dives. The 
three dives a day, two morning and one afternoon except for the last day where with the “no dive” before fly-
ing time consideration we only did the two morning dives. 

Here is the list, straight from my dive log (hope I got all the names correct). All of these sites were reefs with a 
wall near by with the exception of site “356”. 

END OF TOMS’ DIVE BLOG 

June 22, 2008 

Jackson Reef and Wall 

Marilyns Cut  

Barracuda Bight (Byte)  

June 23, 2008 

Ringers Wall  

Sarah’s Set   

Joy’s Joy Reef  
   

June 24, 2008 

Cumbers Cave  

Meadows   

Great Wall East  
  

June 25, 2008 

356 (MV Capt. Keith Tibbetts; 
a Russian Frigate Wreck off 
of Cayman Brac) 

356 (MV Capt. Keith Tibbetts; 
a Russian Frigate Wreck off 
of Cayman Brac): Double 
Dip. 

Coconut Walk 

June 26, 2008 

Lea Lea’s Lookout 

Mixing Bowl 

Jig Saw 

June 27, 2008 

Randy’s Gazebo 

Marilyns Cut with a quick swim 
to Mixing Bowl 

 

Photo by Tom Croonquist  Photo by Tom Croonquist  
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Why do we join clubs?   
Why do we join clubs?  In this particular case why do we join scuba diving clubs?  What 
benefits do we as individuals reap from membership in these types of social/fraternal/
avocational groups?  These are some of the questions that have been discreetly and in 
some cases not so discreetly floated here at DUDC.  So, let me take this opportunity to try 
and shed some light on these questions.  But, before I get going here let me first state that 
these are all valid questions and deserve to be answered as best I can. 

1. Why join a club?  As a general rule I think we all join clubs for two basic reasons: First 
we want to meet people with a shared interest.  People who we can talk to about our com-
mon interests and perhaps further our talents and skills in this interest.  Second: I think we 
like to meet people and broaden out social circles. We like meeting new people and the 
common bond that we share in a club setting really helps in making new friends.  So, sim-
ply stated, trying to meet new friends and furthering our knowledge, skills and abilities in 
a specific area of our lives seem to be the main motivating factors for joining a club. 

2.  Why join a scuba club?  KSA, as stated above, knowledge/skills/abilities.  Scuba div-
ing is a very demanding hobby.  For many of us it is more than a hobby, it is in reality a 
passion.  A real motivator in our lives.  We do this because we love doing it.  The club 
setting allows us to continue doing this and in talking to members we know improve our 

K/S/A’s.  We all know how important an understanding of the rules of diving can be.  We understand that things like DCI, shark 
bites (ouch), jellyfish stings, dehydration, and exhaustion, can seriously impact not just our diving but our lives.  We also know how 
inviting and exciting the underwater world can be.  We revel in the things we see and do.  And isn’t it great to have people on the 
boat or beach to talk about with about our adventures when we are back on the surface.  Can I attach a dollar figure to this?  No.  But 
I can tell you what I truly believe, and that is this.  That I have not been able to honestly say to myself that the value of the club is 
greater than what I spend in support of the club.  And another thing I can tell about this club setting is that it has afforded me the 
opportunity to do as much diving in the seven years of membership as I had done in the 33 years of my diving life in the Great Lakes 
region.  Diving, that’s what I was looking for and that is what my club is providing me.  DIVING. 

3.  What are the benefits of being a club member.  I think that this is biggest issue that 
some of us face.  So let me refer you to the above two sections.  They provide the general 
answers for most of us.  Each of us probably has his or her own reasons for being a club 
member that aren’t mentioned above and that’s just fine.  They are your personal reasons 
and remain so until you decide to share them.  My reason(s) for joining this group were to 
dive and learn and improve on my skills.  If nothing else I’ve certainly done the diving.  
I’ve met new people and made friends.  And from time to time I see club members around 
town at a cafe or the movies.  How neat it is to see people you know when your just out 
enjoying yourself for an afternoon or evening of non-diving fun. 

Keep in mind that DUDC is a non-profit organization.  Don’t be confused by the term non
-profit.  It is not the same thing as non-income.  Non-income means the club ceases to 
exist in any way shape or form.  We have to have income to pay the rent for monthly 
meetings.  The income also pays for things like the ice-cream social, Christmas party, pic-
nic, the evening refreshments.  We operate on a tight budget.  We keep our costs to a 
minimum in every way we can.  I will end my discussion of the difference between non-
profit and non-income here.  These are topics of discussion better left for someone else to 
discuss. 

What I want to do is dive.  Dive with people I know and trust.  I want to dive with my fellow club members and friends here at 
DUDC.  And that is what this club lets me do.  The value of this club is much greater than the costs, both in my time invested and 
money spent.  And that’s a real bargain in my book. 

Thank you DUDC, and all my fellow divers and friends who help to make this a great diving experience.   

 Bill Allen     
DUDC Membership Chairman   

Photo by Jeri L. Curley  
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 The Down Under Dive Club is located in Melbourne on the sunny east cen-
tral coast of Florida. Formed in 1984 by a group of enthusiastic divers, DUDC 
currently has about 100 members. Our mission is to promote safe, organized 
dive events, provide a social setting comfortable to everyone, and encourage 
environmental responsibility among the diving community. Our past dives have 
covered the Atlantic ocean, from Georgia to Bonaire. We organize all types of 
dives: drift dives, wreck dives, shore dives, live-aboards, spring dives, and even 
shark dives! Our members include a diverse group of divers.  There are men, 
women and kids, ages from 11 to 65+ with all certification levels from new Open 
Water divers to Instructors. 

 
Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 7:00 PM at the In-
dian River Lagoon House, Located just south of University Blvd. on US1 in Mel-
bourne. Door prizes are awarded each month and we book a fascinating assort-
ment of guest speakers. We invite everyone interested in SCUBA diving to stop 
by for some stimulating conversation, meet our group, and have some fun! If you 
have any questions, you can E-mail us at info@downunderdiveclub.com  

Board of Directors  
President :                       Rochelle Hood  rhood@downunderdiveclub.com 

Vice President:                     John Dockendorf jdockendorf@downunderdiveclub.com 

Treasurer Bob Carmichael bcarmichael@downunderdiveclub.com 

Secretary:                       Jeri L. Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

Membership:                 Bill Allen  ballen@downunderdiveclub.com 

Safety Officer:  Dale Purchase  dpurchase@downunderdiveclub.com 

Dive Coordinator:  Tom Croonquist tjcroonquist@downunderdiveclub.com 
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